News of a New World: 


THE MYSTICAL PRISON-DOOR ||| 
OPENED, 
WHEREBY 
The Ourwarvry Bound are InwarbLy Free, | 

WHILE i 
The Seen Free are ſtill Reatry Bound, | | 


DECLARED IN j 
An Epiſtle of Univerſal Love to the Free- hon of i 


all Sorts, not only in England, but in all N- 
Nations. | 
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IWritten by one better known of God than Men, becauſe \\| 
an unworthy Member of the Inviſible Church. {Hibs 


 _.- _LONDOXN, 
Printed in the Year, 166 3. 
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 ThePriſon-Door opened, &e. 


b 

" ]berty, yea, The glorious Liberty of the Childreii of God, hath 

the Lord's Arnointed, higher than the Kings of the Earth, pro- 
claimed to them, that have been long Captives; He it 15 

that pers the Priſon to them that are unwillingly bound 
under the Bondage of Corr «ption, and fers their Afefions, or ſouls 
feet, in a large place or Principle, for the new Commandment of 
Love is exceeding broad. 
All ye the: efore, that have been free in Spirit, to do or ſuffer, the . 
Will of your Lord and Maſter, who hath permitted the Devil to 


caft ſome of you into Priſon, that ye might be tryed, by a (hort time 


of Ten dayes Tribulation, to you belongs the Crow Y Life, and 
Everlafiing Liberty, for being faithful to.the Death 3, ot your own 
tarnal Bondage, to yon alſo is publifhe \Seam my in'you *cis wit= 
neſ'd) the Acceptable Tear of the Lord, but the day of Vengeance 
to others, who have with diſdain to the Captives in Babylon, re- 
quired by way. of ſcorn, the Songs of Sion, whoſe Inhabitants have 
been in.the houſe of Mourzing, while they, who have laught and 
feaſted, ſeem bur-like Fools, to fat themſelves for a day'of Slangh+ 
fer. : | 

He that is given from on High, as a Covenant of the People toefta- 


_ bliſh, or rather, raiſe up-the Earth, and caule to inherit the deſolate 


Heritages, Heit is that hath all Authority and Power, to fay unto 


'the Prifoners, GO FOR TH, tothem that arein Darkneſs, ſhew' 


your ſelves; and fear not ye /ittle Flock, , to whom it's the Fathers 


good Pleaſure togive a Kingdom. 


T hey that have been fed with the Roa, with the bread of Aflifiion, 
and water of Affliction, ſhallnow walk at Eaſe, in wayes of Meek- 
neſs, Humility, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs, being led by the deep, 
but #11 Waters, and their green Paſtures, wherein they may lye down 
freed without Fear or intercuption, and ſhall be in all. High 
Places. $5 

High Places on Earth, for they fear not any humane Power, be- 
cauſe in that which muſt give Lawto the World :. High Places in 
Heaven, whence the Accuſer is caft our, and there is their Conver= 
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ſation, for they dwell on High, EN ing lowly, and by firſt turn» 
ing inwardto God in themſelves, they then appear outwardly... far 


God, to others in the poſture of humble Servants, but inthe work, 
of ſubordinate $aviours to God's whole Creation, under ChriF, that 
ſaves them to the uttermoſt, and ſo aſſures them, whereby, having 
learnt of him by Faith, they teach all others in Love, who are weary 
and heavy laden, to take upon them his Joke and Burden, which is 
light and eaſe. ; | 

Theſe are they, wherefoever they are, that hunger not after 
ought that feeds the /ujt of the. Fleſh,. the luft of the Eyes, or pride of 
Life: Hence is it, that though they are b/ack , yet are comet, ; for, 
notwithſtanding the Sur hath looke4 on them, yet they are not ſmit- 
ten with its heat, wherewith others are parched like the dry. Deſart, 
and heathy Wilderneſs, for they being imbodyed, yea, one Spirit 
with tha Lord, the true Tree of Life, do ſtand planted by the ever 
running Rivers of pure Water, which makes them inceſſant bearers 
of Fruit in all ſeaſons, for all Places and Perſons without excepti- 
on; but eſpecially are. very big with deſires, by kindzeſs co Con+ 
vince and Convert the unkind; like Him, who came firit co thoſe, 
that with great deſpite reje&ed him. 

Ye therefore are the cruly Free People, who have freely travelled 
through Bonds of various ſores, whether by a ſubje&tion to mortal. 
Princes and Powers, or in other kind of Tryals, by. yielding to Him 
that is Immortal, your Liberty inward,.appears not by that which is 
outward, but by ufing both or either, as they are given, (v7z.) for 
Himchat hath made you Free indeed: As natural Births rite not,burt 
through Death, to ſpiritual Perfefiion, lo no degree of outward Free+ 
dam, can be inwardly. or rightly improved, but in the jiraight Way 
of the Croſs ; for the Self-will, {ln or crucified in the one, 1s ver y 
much the Cropn.and Glory of the other. 


' * Then may ye buil4 and plant freely, becauſe in obedienceto him- 


only, who hath planted and builded you up in Himſelf; then may 


you trade, buy and ſell, becauſe you may have all of Him, withoat 


Money or Price, that hath bought you wich. his precious Blood, and will 


_not (ell you, for, or with your own; then having kept the Lords 


Sabbaths.and become Eynuchs by your own Conſent, for the King- 
dom of Heavens fake, may you Marry, or give in Marriage, as if you 
did it not, becauſe not for any ſordid ends, as earthly Muck- worms, 


or baſe bea{tly Neceſſity, but are taughc to diicern, between Cbrijt's. 


Calls all things, and your Opn, for he hath Married you to Him wh 
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and thereby hath given you in Marriage to his New manly Nathre, 
whereby having a better Name than that cf Sons and Dauyhters, ye 
are eſpouſed to all che beauty and glory of the New World, and fo 
by ceaſing from that which feeds .the corrupt Self-hood, in all 
works of the o0/d, ye have learnt at length to do them i7 another Spi- 
rit then your own, even without the leadings of carnal defire, which - 
as it drives or ſeparates from God, in the moſt lawful duty, ſo, till a 
Conquelt thereof be gained, by quitting our ſelves in a right. Perfor=- 
mance, or forbearing a Wrong, wecannot joyn to the Lord,.who is and 
fhould be wicne(s*d both in our felves'and Works, co be All, and in 
All: Herein is the rea] Liberty to all things, even when we are in 
that Love that ſecks not its own, but the pure Will of God, and the 
good of others. | | 

Ve that have taſted the Yanity-of all-under the Sun: can tell it 
feelingly, and by trying what is belov, , aretyred with it, but not 
with ſeeking waat is above:; nor can it-be long until you find the 
true Pleaſure,which is ſoon perceived, by forbearing oughe.that you 
can comprehend, and yielding your ſelves up with a holy earneſtnels,.. 
to that being, which comprebends-iyou, becauſe in the one you are 
a reſtraint upon your ſelves, that you may be Free, .in the other ye - 
eannotbe bound.” | . RE 

All the wayes of Wiſdom are wayes of Pleaſantneſs, yea, to the-- 
very Natural man, becauſe through obedience to Death, he becomes © 
Spiritual, and by being bound a while, in time is made Free. to Eter«" 
ntty : All ber paths are Peace, becauſe, although ſometimes dark 
and wuntrodden, yet lead to the' King of - Peace, and laſting Liberty, 
who gtves it not as the World doth, but as abſolute, and wichour - 
Condition. | = : 

No Priſon. or Bonds, like thofe of the corrupt ſelfiſh nature, and no - 
Liberty, like walking by the Line or Rule of the Pure; in the one,.. 
man becomes chain'd and ſhack/e as a ſervile Slave to tyrannical , 
Iu}, which while ic bears Dominion, though ſpeciouſly. covered : 
with Religious Veils and Ornaments, yet cauſes a profanation of 
the very Sanfiuary it (elf, by its ſeemingly zealous. Yorſpippers ; In-+ 
the other, man 1s Free; though 1s Body be bound in_ Chains of . 
Tron, when his Spirit is at Libercy, fo as-to glorifie:God in the very + 
fires, and may walk in burning flames or furnaces, not ſubje& to the 
heat thereof, but ſinging Praiſes to God, in that Spirit which can-. 
quench ſuch Violence, make Pri{on-doors fize-open, flop the mouths - 
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of Lyons, and diidaining the acceptance of any Deliverance, but wn 
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order to the obtaining of oe Reſurreciion. "FH6 
For as the Soy! knows no: ſuch Priſon, like that of the F/zſh, fo 

no ſuch Liberty, like chat of the Spirit, wherein we walk without 

account Or controule to any on Earth, becauſe in unfeigned ſub- 

jection to the only true One, cur Lord and Maſter, which. is in 

Heaven; therefore, while the Body is at /arge, the Mind is to be the 


moreconfned, leſt by the worlds variety and diverſion, which al- - 


wayes preſents its ſeif while we are in it, co allure; our thoughts 
and affections ſhould ſcatter, and fo the inward compoſure gained 
by long filence, ſhould become diſordered; for by inverting the 
new Natures courſe, trom ftilnels totrouble, the whole Man fluTu- 
ates, and becomes unftable as Water, and unfit to ask , receive, or 
tranſat, ought from the hand of God, or with Many. 


Wherefore how incumbent is it on you, Oh ye New-born Souls, to. 


watch your ſelves more diligently, if at outward liberty, :then 
when ye were under Lecks, Bolts, Pars, & Gnards or Keepers, leſt ont- 
ward fghts, objefs, or occalions, begec inward wandrings, -and 
bring a C/ond over the underſtanding, to deprive you of that calm 
Serenity, and thoſe heavenly Proſpe&s, which you had time to be- 
hold without interruption, when ina holy kind of. ſolitude , you 
turned your backs upon your own Country, Kindred, and Fathers 
Houſes, among the Hittites and Amorites of this world; for as the 
Souls Converie can never be confin'd by the Bodies Reſtraint, fo 
neither can it retain its true I jberty, when it becomes a Servant 
tothat whereunto it is no Debtor, or conſenting to entangleit [elf 
with the cumber of real Cares, but feigned falſe Comforts, that do 
impare its Freedom, of continual Aſcending, or indeed Retiring, to 
the hidden L ife with Chrift in God. y 

The many things of this Worla, are Very apt to interrupt the one 
thing neceſſary of the other; great is the unhappinels of being ſe- 
rious about trifes, and trifiing about what 1s ſerzous ; the true Seed 
chrives belt, when watred with Tears, and warmed with Sighs ; not, 
char the higheſt obedience of this kind can change the Nature, pir 
_ only help the growth and ſpreading of the unchangeable in an 
earthly Soyl that's otherwiſe, which without weeding and drefling, 
theugh inclos'd by reſtraining or Common Grace, becomes fi:]| of 


Thornes, Thijles, and other Plants, that are not of the Heavenly Fa-. 
thers planting, but tend to ob{cure and ftifl? rhe. growth to ma- | 


curity, of that peculiar gocd and perfe& Gift, which cometh fre # 
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The Creatures firſt Ele&ive Freedom w2s it, that proved (o fatat 
both to Angels and Men ; thoſe curbs and checks that are ſome pain 
to the outward man, lerve-but to train the Inward, to bridle it (elf, 
and when this is done, it knows no leſs the Door, by which entrance 


from the high-wayes and hedges, to the Marriage Supper; then with 
the Halt, Lame, and Blinde that are taken out ot che ſtreets, or 
ſtrait Lanes of reftrain*d Communication,while others that though 
invited, and ſeemingly Rich with their Farms or Merchandize, for 
the bire of Souls, are {ent empty away miſerably poor and naked. 

Happy is he that wicnefſech himlelf a Companion in Bonds with - 
the Pooy and wiſe Child, even the Spiritual Babe of Grace and Glo- 
ry, better then the O/d Adam or fooliſh. King, refuſing any more to 
be a4moniſht, for fining after the fimilitude, nor onlyof the firſt, bur - 
laſt & great Tranſgreſſion 3 for out of the ſtinking Priſon of the fleſhly 
nature, he cometh to Raign mn Spirit, whereas the other that ts 
born in, and unwilling to looſe that his Kiugdom, becometh poor. 

Great is the Myſtery of Bondage and Liberty; the ſeeming Cap- 
tives are commonly moſt Free, and Liberty uſed as an occaſion tothe” 
fleſh, is the greateſt Bondage; but behold the long, and long ex- 
peed year of FUBILEE is atthand, wherein our Freedom. from 
the great Tywant and Oppreſſor ſhall be made manite(t; and ſuch as 
refuſe it, their ears {hall be boared as a ſignal Mark of their perpe- 
tual Servitude. : | 
' The Day of Vengeance, and Tear of the Redeemed are one; as the 
Iamans Seed have been confined in Sackcloath, to Wildernels, 
Dens and Caves of the Earth, by the Serpents brood and Uiperous -- 
Generation, raigning in the world, and walking at large : So now 
the liberty of the Sons of God, will be. a tormencing cloſe reftraine. 
to the Sons of Belial, he that cuts off the Chariot from Ephraim, the. 
Horſfe.and Battle: bow from Feruſalem ; even Sions King, the Lord of 
Hoſts, he it isthat ſpeaks peace tothe Heathen, and faith alſo, that 
his Dominion (which being of Peace and Love,: 1s not attainable by 
Might or Power but his own Spirit) ſhall be from Seato Sea, and 
from the River (the ſtreams whereof make'glad the City of God) 
to the worlds end. | | 

To this Strong þold therefore turn, all ye that have been Dayes, 
Months, or Years, Priſoners of hope, and long Sufferers in fleſh or Spi-  . | 
rit, with joyfatneſs.it 1s declared, that Jouble ſhall be rendred to you, . 
for he that by the blood of the Everlaſting. Covenant hath ſent you 
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our of thep?t, wherein.is no water, can bend Fudab for bhimfelf, ma 


- fill the bow with Ephraim, and by raiſing up the. eoncemned 1}ldte- 
rate Sons of Sion, againſt the wiſe and learned ones of Greece; can 
make' his poor and peeled, but -willing people 1n the day of his own 
Power, like the Sword of -a Mighty Man: Then ſhall the Governors 
of Fadah, by their juſt, rightecus, holy, meek, and humble Con- 
verlation, be made like a barth of fire among the wood, and like a 
flaming torch in the Jhexf, devouring the fierce implacable people 
round about, that cannot deſiſt their rage and malice againſt the 
poor and needy, for the Lord him/elf faith, he will even. ſeek to 
deiroy-all Nations that come againſt Feruſalem. 

Great have been the jirivings and contets for many years, by Pri- 


fons, Bonds, and-various Deaths or Torments, to Conquer and Sube | 


due the Innocent h1rmleſs boly ones of the living GoJ; but behold tire 
day and hour cometh that the burden ſhall remove, and yoaks ſhall be 
broken or deiroyed, becauſe of the annointing, which grows coo ſtrong 
for all Walls, Chains or Fetters, and this not by a reſiſting Principle, 
bur the yielding prafiice to all long Sufferings, with meekneſs and 
patiznce, which not only-convinceth enemies, but at length will 
upon the Croſs, conquer Enmity it ſelf, by reaſon of that all power- 


_ feil Nature of God, which is pure Loze, t@o ſtrong for a thouſand 


deaths ; and more Tormentors; that by lingring (everities as bad as 
the Age wherein they are can bear, - do feek to wear out the Saints 
of the mojt high God. 

ſome 7aylers or Keepers themſelves, will ſpring forth trembling, ſay- 
125 to luch as ſeem in their own power, What ſhall we do tobe ſaved? 
He-that will lay New Foundations for Liberty, will ſhake with a 
Vengeance all that are the Od for Pondage; and-as often as this is 
felt within, and witneſt in Power by that Spirit which can -fing 
Praiſes with underffanding, in a Night of general Apoſtacy, and-par- 
ticular ConfinemMent, the outward accompliſhment thereof does not 
appear far off. 

Then is the time for bowels of love to be difcovered, and inftead 
ef.paſſions, compaſſions to be had on thoſe that ſhall be gathered to 
the Church from thoſe dark corners of the Earth, that for a long time 
have been full of the habitations of cr4elty, which cruelty, by whom- 
ſoever indured, and to what degree ſoever, yet 1s the leaſt thoughe 
of revenge Dtabolical, and very inconfiftant with whe everlaſting 
Father of Mercies, whoſe Arms are alwayes open-to the worſt of 

- finners 
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. or otherwiſe) and the luji of the eyes, and the pri 
_ pinto death by poverty, inſtead of giving where we owe nothing, 
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finners, .at what tinte ſoever they 92 co bim by 


- Then indeed will bethe time for ſich as have been-mans Priſo= * - 


- 


 vrers, even when they ſhall become the Lord's. Free-wmen to ftoop and 


condeſcend to thoſe that have been (not while they were) as Lords 
and Maſters (whether in Priſon or abroad) over-them :- *Tis faid 


that Diamonds are cut beſt by their own duff, and fo contrite Hearts £5 


abound with render meltings to them that. are af the like temper, 
-and'can bow to-any perſons high or low, m_ the lowly Spirit and 


meek: Principle, but are as averſe from bending or ftooping by way - 


of compliance with the fFout-hearted, till they are ſpoyled by the Al- 
mighty ot all their Powers : when the great Teeth of the young Lions 
are-broken, they may be fed and nouriſht without danger, but-not 


. white they appear in raging rampant fits, as Beaſts of prey. + 
The gods of the-earthly Nature, 'both in our ſelves and others, - 


muſt be tamed by famiſhing, and the luſt of the fleſh (expreſt in wrath 
td life, muſt be 


either as Tribute or Cuſtom, to whom, by the Laws of God or Men, it 
doesnor belong. The wilde Aſs us to the Wilderneſs, can ſnuff up 


the wind (of the Airy Principality) at her pleaſure; nor inber occa= © | 
ſion 15 fhe to beturned away, and ſuch. as ſeek her (yea for her. own 


good.) will not weary themſelves (by yielding eo her wild and wan- 


ton Nature) and all this is, becauſe -in- her. Month they fhall ſurely 


findher, as an obje& of pitty and lamentation. | 

And that being foreſeen, while on the one hand the evil ſpirit 
and practice hath been rehifted, and not bowed wito by gratifying 
the fleſh-of ſich as are declared Enemies to the ſpiritual Seed; 1o on 
the other hand, the poor ſouls of thoſe very perfons,- as the moſt 


real Priſoners and Bord- ſlaves. of Satan in-his dark Dungeon of the - 


ſelf-willing wratbful Nature, ' have been prayed for, to be forgiven; 
yeaa large Room left/in the hearts of the afflifted for them, whe- 
ther theythave been inftruments to increaſe -br_eaſe (which hath 
ſometimes hapned) the Bonds of the aftlifted : ſuch, as have ſate 
long in the aa Serars2c of the Myftical Priſon-houſe, cannot but 
have a ſeticeof their miſery, that remain (till bound in the ſame, 
more eſpecially while they flatter themſelves in the fools paradice 
of a falſe Freedom, to. wit, #ndzr fin, but not from it. elret dt 
'To you.therefore that remain hound in the worſt ſence, this is 
the expreſs word of the Lord, 1/0 to them that decree unright eons de- 
crees, and that write grieviouſneſs, that they bave preſcribedto turn 
| | SIN | . -. aide 
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aſide the needy fron Fudgeeit, and take away Tight from the poor of 
the People, to Und Ho greatejt priviledges are due, for theirs ot: 
Kingdom of God ; and what will ye d».in the day of Viſitation, and” 
inthe Deſolation, which ſhall. come from far ? to whom will you flee for 
help ? an4where will ye leave your glory ? Without me they-ſhall bow 

bis anger is not turned away, but his band is ſtretched out jt: 
To you that are Free, not-ſo much becaule your outward Man 1s, 
- Or you believe thall be, (and fo remain)' releaſt from Prifori-walls, 
where you have been kept at the meer luſts of mortal Men and earths» 
ly Powers, as that before, or fince you have had this outward Free- 
dom, you were-or are become Witneſſes of the Inward, whichis a” 
aclearneſs from all thoughtful care of thoſe concerns which bes 
longs to the loathſom Priſon-bouſe of the Body, whether in reference 
cothat, which may for a time indu/ge, and make it a painted Sepul- 
chre; or, bringit tothe duſt, its firſt Original ; and baving thus far 
opened your ſtrifteſt Priſon-docr (from which you cannot be. wholly, 
free, till it bedemoliſhr or laid in the- Grave) you will then find 
your ſouls rai>*d in holy delires towards a rejin'd ſort of Enlarge» 
ment,that is above or beyand che reach of all Bon4s, Death. Pain, 


or Sorrow, becauſe unchangeable ; the pieafure whereot is of the | 


highef Latitude, and nor at all atcended with any care or cumber, 
nor with empty vanity or vexation of ſpirit. . rg 


at, this crue and'glorions liberty of the Sons of God, mult know for cer-, 
rain, that be only which 7s dead, is freed from-Ffin, .and he that hath- 
ſuferedin the fleſh, bath ceaſed from it ; and therefore, yeteither are 
or maſt /be armed with the ſamemind, that ye may be: meer Compa+ 
* nions, for and with Him that dies no-more, to tne end, that neirher 
Sin, Waxld, Fleſh or Devil may have Pominton over you.. | 


You that in unfeigned ſimplicity are. prefling towards, or arrived | 


If you are indeed riſen with Chriſt, ſo as to. ſeek, the things only | 


that are above, then are you paſt the reach of fevih Rage, and 
Genmtile Power of ſpiritual Sodomites and Epyptians; for as when 
Chriſt was dead and riſen, \ his morcal Enemnnies of both theſe forts 
which combin'd to Cracife him, ceaft any longer ſecking afcer 
him, his very Body: being then too ſubti] and Spiritual, for the in- 
fluence of outward force or cruelty,aþecaule: Satan himſelf, much. 
more his Inftruments are'faſt bound in Chains to the bottemleſs Pit,and 
notſuffered co behold (bur-as an addition to their own Torment) 
the Ele& Cbilren of the Reſurge&tion equul to the Angels of God 
in Heaven, — © IN + | | i In 


down under the Priſoners, and they ſhall fall under.the ſlain; for all this 
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In like manner, as youthat have been the Myſtical lain Witneſſes 
of. Jeſus, whoſe bodiehe very ſons of. men, 'as meer men among 
the People; Rindred, Tongnes and” Nations of ;this'World, have not 


difference between the Sarnts Bodies now, and when chey ſhall be 


"I rais'd our of the dit) yet having fulfif# che time ofaCivil Death 


(without fuch Burial in deep: Hence as in former Ages) during 
which, the Dwellers upon earth have rejoyced over you, Making thEm- 
ſelves, merry with Feaſtings, Pomps and Jollities over your mourn» 
ful ſtate, and yer after all chis, the Spirit of Life from God having en» 
tre into you, theri may you n /ove ſtand with your cleanſed feet or 


feives and them alſo Captive; whoſe Captives ere while you were, 
wheteby great Fear will fell upon therrehat ſee you; becauſe aſcens 
ded up to ſuch a Heavenly Converſdtion as your worft Enemies rhay 
beltivid; bur not hiader you from thoſe: right and left-hand Bleſſmgs, 
which are the Portion of chem that have in this manner chang” 
like Foſeph their Prifor” garments, 'and waſhe them white in the blood 
of #Þe Lamb. © be DIL OL ONS | 
But-are you indeed Riſer out of the earthly up' to (yea higher 


| than) che Argelical Nature, then have:you learnt _to' appezr or diſ- 


appear in bodily (er forms of all works; eſpecially, that are of a ſp7- 
ritual kind, as beſt ſuits the Attaimment of their trueft' ends; at 


© !ife Eternal, by departing from all that's evz/ or 'nnlawful; to the ufe + 


which you have arrived by keeping firft the firaight way that leads to 


'T'f only of what is Zayfub; ant left yon ſhould till bod the Truth in un- 


righteouſneſs, by imprifoning as it were, the Spiric in' a houfe of 
God's own building, you contra your out-works co that which is - 


expedient ; keeping this courſe at firſt, within theconfines of all Na- 


turals on this fide Death, bug preſſing ſtill forward, to and thorow 
all Spiritnals, beyond it, by che ſame Rule, cill at'laſt ye-come to be 
above the Power of any thing, but the true Power it felf, ſo as to fake. 


hitherro'fuffered fo be put in earthly\Graves (nor bne that thereis a 


pure affeFions over all che Seed of Enmity, taking that in your | 


na 


or Zeave, net inyour own, but che Lord's Will only, and for others- 


Edification: * ms Backs Ls 
This is that be Reſurre&ion, whereinto as ye are Children of the 
Free-woman, yehaving paſt throngh various Births, Forms, or Mea- 


| ſures, the ſecond Death hath 0 power over you, . much leſs are.you | 
troubled (or at leaft overcome) with fearsof the firt,andtherefore _ . 


as while you abide this heavenly pitch of Liberrcy; you often ſee 


things ſo unutterable, that whether yeare #1 or out of the Body, ye - 


B 2 cannot 


py nat” 
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__—_ des 


% »6. . 


__ 


(7) | @D, 
cannot tells fo likewiſe, ifyou deſcend from thence, but, abontyour | Þ* 
Heavenly Fathers buſineſs, then whether pe are, or ſoon after ſhall (4 
be, in Priſon, yecannot tell.z for this lower ol4 World is bur a large 
reſtraint to a new beart or free ſpirit, that finds ic a Priſon. wherein. fo 
che dark Prince retains all that refuſe to-be ſet at liberty by Chriſt, 
whois the grue Light andGSon of Love.  HELTS | 
Yea, thoughiye ſeem perfet as David was, and men after. God's | ® 
own heart, yet being intic'd into the paths of the Deſtroyer, the luft- | ® 
ful Traveller in the whoriſh ſpirit of this World, whole wayes are very | 74 
moveable, may meer you, and gain admittance; the entertainmenc | * 
whereof, more or les, will make youas it did him,, like them that | © 
£0 down.into the Pit, where ye may be brought very low, ere ye are ||. © 
delivered, and cry long to him that hath the -Keyes of Hell. and | 
Death, to bring your fertered fouls out þ Priſon, where the pangs 
of both may, asthey did on him, get bo/d upon you. fy £ 
Asthere.isa Heaven, ſo likewiſe a Hell upon-Earth, the one by | * 
fence of his Preſence, the other of his Abſence, who is Lord of all, c 
* that: forms the light, and creates-darkneſs; for if we aſcend-with the | ! 
Prophet into Heaven, we find him there, and if we go about co make L 
our bedin Hell, ye he that is Omnipreſent is there allo. h 

A careful Watch to keep your Garments. clean, and your ſelves | I 
unſpotted.of the World; while ye are in it, is the Poſture proper ; for | 
ſuch as are ranſomed by blood, not. fo much of. preſent and paſt A- q 
ges, either in War or Peace (alchough thereof as well as of the | f 
Treaſure, Tears and Prayers, that have been ſpent, je now reap the}  * 
' benefic) but of him that was taken from Priſon,and:from Judzement, < 
- and. who ſhall declare his Generation ? for he was. cut off from the land q 
of the living, and for the tran(greyion of bis own people was he ftricken: | © 
With a great price therefore hath he obtained your breedom ; yea, 
| 
] 
L 
| 


—abſoluce, can you bur wait for it, withour cHfe conditions of Bonds, 
Oaths or Covenants.to any mortal.. For-you being begotten again to 
a lively hope, by the- Reſurredion of Chrift from the dead, are of the 
heavenly Race or blood-Royal to all intencs and purpoſes, and whe- 
ther as Chrifians or Men yeare Free-born, and cherefo:e bound to- - 
infit-upon your vaſt priviledges of the new Worl, by fo much the 
moreas ye areor have been ſhortned of thoſe that are your due in 
the 0/4. But the greater your Birth is,. and Redemption, the more 
care ſhould be co make ovement, by living,.not to your ſelves, but 
to Hini, who to Redeewt you, both died and roſe again. bo. 

To him that died ; By dying to all that is already dead, « that 
; £7 eing 


| | _ his loag-ſuffering, and their meek Teſtimony thereof, hath 


| _ Two-fold reſp - 


wr 


a _ 


JT 


— 
4 m_ 
_, p 


being ſoz cannot be mi_—_ eun | 
(viz. ) Creatures in one reſpedt, the whole Race of mankinde in ano» 
ther,the Ele Saints in athird,and fo to deliver them,who'through. 
fear of Death-were all their life time ſubjel tobondage- "y 

- By chis firſt ftep of Self-denial, within; and without the Priſon- 
walls of your own fleſh, and refufing to joyn with ought afore- 
mentioned, you will at once ſhew che preſent: Generation, how. 
much of this fir}# Creation, as ir ſtands in its. degenerate flate of cor- 
ruption, muſt be ſwept off the Stage, as unfit even for common: con- 
verſe or Communication in that Reſtitution and- time of Refreſhing, 


' that is at hand, becauſe in a fixed enmity againſt Shilob the great: 


er, or fafe-making Reftorer (together with his Followers 


ſufficiencly declared how unwilling he is that any periſh, bup 
that all ſhould come unto: ance. Neverthelels oe? ein for 


Patience abuſed tro become Fury; and the-Exrth or: Tribes thereof, 


that after much-rain-and dreſſing, bear nought but thorns and bryars.,, 

ſhall be rejetied as nigh unto curſfing.or perpetual ſeparation from che 
Lamb upon the Throne. ” EM IR, : I” 

Your life alſo ſhould. be to Hin that roſe again, and that.in a 

- Firſt, in bringing forth whatſoever grows from Chriſt the-Heady 

or pure natural Root, and not arg off from. him, or corrup- 

ted, and permitting it with all cenderneſs,” to exert or {hew it ſelf 


 n_ſubjecion to, and harmony with,the.ſame Lord, who is allo Head 
| of all, that is or are ſpiricual, even. .the Firf-born. from the dead 


among many Brethren ; leſt bythe.iaſtability; and miſmanagement 


of the Creatures prefenc puricy-or petfe&ion, for wang of | better * 


Condu& than its own proper and elefive Freedom,it brings it ſeifin 


Bands, - and ſo not only leſes-the liberty of a tranfient Dominion... 


but bars for ever againſt ir ſelf the door of Hope,.'to that -which is 
Everlaſting ts 


ſome viſible Church, Se&, or Party, may carry them. very far,' yea. 
mto'and. out of. Priſons, as ſufferers for Chriſt's ſake,;and yet are- 


not.clean eſcaped. 


Secondly, your Life to Hin that is riſen, not only conſiſts in 


your own unchangeable Vnion-wich him, bur in rightly; comprebend- 


ne. 


l 


S; 


to live unto Him-thee died for al? 


| Which danger, not. only the enlightned Sons in che- * 
Gentile. world, cali'd Pagans-or Heathens, inftruted inwardly only 

to do the works of.the Law by Nature, but eventhe very Profeffors - 
of Chriſtianity.on the ſtock of common Grace, which. by the belp. of -- - ||] 
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' co re-aſcend again, where in our Head, Chrift Feſus, we were at firſt, 


[| 
: 


li | 
j 
"= 


;, 4 


\ 


Hp, ropat lee wpprebendl a dgh Sſool7 unter che 

opat'le2 Vending a}; thacehois { under the” eo- 
finement of preſent Veils and Finins,/yerſeem capable of the tyke (pi 
ritnal:Libertys norwicthRRanding' any -prefent entanglement, which 


chrough the Divels'"f161/- deaices , > Lerves ''to captivate their.. 
/ minds fo: 4s :t9- Iniprifors the" Trutb,or hold” ici unrighteoul- 

nefs, either by dechmig wo'whar is fimply evil in its (elf, or not | 

enclining to'the beſt good, bur only # knowledge in part, which 


when 'whac is perfe&7s come, mult be done away. _ 5, 
Your labour of Loveis a$'freety-due to all on that account, as'the: 
Love of 'God,' which thonghi'nor:qdue, Fer hath been Free, in free- 


ing your from-whatſoever Botids, Shackles, Fereers or Priſon, Bars, 
and Traitning clegs of your own corrupt ſelfith Nature, that may ſeem-to - 


hinder-you from Preaching, both in words and works, the.everlaſting 
Goſpel, begintting atthe Ble& or honſho/d of Faith, but from-them 
delni 
der Bewvenyts wh 
af the Spire of Tile, which hath made youfree: from 
fin and Death, are you called and appointed able Miniſters. © - 
This will be your proper Exerciſe, more thanibodily or barely: 
awful, for it is atv expedient diverſion; whereby'your minds being 
«t ſome ſeaſons unbended from thoſe vilionary Meditations,and in- 
ward Enjoyment of che Eved,y* which ' when you" are 'freely-retird, 
and\at/iberty from all' your opti thoughts or motions ;: that] may 
hazard an incerruption'tocthis your moſt /intimace and fuper ſenſual 
Commnnion with the ſpivitnul-Bridegroom,” ſeeny too great for - your 
long aboge in the fleſh," burtare as it were ready to foatlow.up and 
devour your very- wrath Beings) which without ſomeſuſpence-or 
Titervals, 'conld not ſubſet urider' that indyring weight of glory, 
whereof by Faith you-have fo'clear an evidence. | | 
The converſeof the higher Region is too Serene to beborn long 
together, white our Eaſhliy mixtures remain, without ſometimes 
. deſcending : and'to deſcend upon-any acconmt wharloever of fuch'in- 
SForious travfations; 'a9 ray check and-not further onr Freedom 


eLaw of 


as he was with the Father, is but a degerierous conſent to our own 
confinements'in che lower World. - ns AG 

In theſe Principles and- Works, confr{t our glorious Liberty of the 
New Birth, from all bonds of the 0/4, whether outward or in- 
ward, and whereby ere'long,- the Foundations of 'both ſhall noe 


only be f-aken, but fo rafled,: as their-place ſhall not be found, 
M4 ; ke b — nc "a 


PR 


ingior going MT all Mankind, ''yea,\ coevety Creature un- * 
which2Jovions Bmibafſy* or Imploymenc, by che Law- 
f 


- —— ER 


% 


SO py Cid) | R 
much leſt the Lordly Keepers thereofundertheſubje&ioniand ac- 
count which they are to their 'infernal Prince, whole reſtraine to 
his own place and Priſon, from deceiving the Nations -any longer, 
does now. haſten apace. Yr a | ; 


For when the ſons of men come onee to underfand:their-reſps- ; 


five allotments upon theſe grotinds and Principles, into chat three- 
fold Race' of Noab, who though was perfeft in his Generations, yet 
one was for his folly accurt, and made a ſervant of ſervants, for 
the prefent, unto his Brethren, and with theſe three forts-or off 
ſpring of his Sons, was the whole earth over-ſprea2; when this £ 


= is well confidered,then may it appear how eatly, by theſe diftin&: 


Generations, the ſeveral Nations may be divided in the Earth, as 
they were immediately after the Deluge, and chis without any 
a&ts of Hoſtzlity uſed toinvade or - ingrols each others Territory. 


For when Chriſt the great Prophet, who Kath been in- his Priefily. 


Power, thefirſt, ſo-in his Kingly, will he be the lift Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs to al] Nations,::thereby to Jeave the World withouc 
excuſe, then will his Angelical flames -of fire break forth upon the 
#ngodly, as heretofore he opened the. Flood-gates' or Windows of 


_ Heaven, for their deftruſtion by -water, arid” as then the Earth ir 


ſelf was nor deftroyed, but. eaſed of its burden; andreplanted,fo 
now,: but upon-more-equal terms, and re-built upon better foun. 
dations,tlien-to cauſe a confuſion of language in the Fabrick,becauſe 
after the Lordhath in this manner devoured the-whole- earthly. Na 


ture of things-and perſons,. in their degenerous ſtate of corrupti- , 


on, by the fire of his jealoutie afore-mentioned; ;rhen will he turn 
to the people.a pure lip ar language, that they may alcall upon his 
Name, and ſerve him with one conſent, which will caufe a gene>- 
ral ceſſ#tion from Arms,'or Jearning War any more. . *. | 
Ar that time, -as the now inviſible, but then true Catholick. 
Church, will drein all particular viſible Churches of their liwing 


Members, whi6(elife in the fleſh, appears mamifeſtly- to be by the- 


Faith of che Son- of God, that works by Love, not of {ome-Saints 
only, but of all, which is the true Tpirieital Freedom. dh 5 


So likewiſe will-the truly Royal, and long-laſting Dominion: of 
Love, be then able to-ſpew its lovely Formgas well as Power, tobe 


ſo beautiful for its diftrjbutive Juſtice, Righteouſneſs and Equity, 


no leſs at all ſeaſons, than to all ſorts, high and low, withene reſpe&t- 


of perſons, as willecljpſe the fading (plendor-of all the petty par- 


while- 
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ticular (though now reputed great) Principalities on Earth, which. 


4 4 
— _— TIENES _ tes. F 2 . 
w" os " : ES 
—<— RX: « - _ - 
: 2 


——-——_——tes,., 


OR 


wn e—— 


4 LEE Ie mr nn 
_ Ee te eee ee a a eat 
— - 
aa - 
wt L 
Fol Sh dy 


j 
| 
1 
| 
| 


_ _— 
ps : 
OE_ 
a 
I 


| { 
M * 


A 
> > a4 
; 


4. 
- > IT race wifes 23 


# n——_ 


C16) 


while the narrowing intereſt of ſelf-love (called that: of Stajere« | . 
mains, arenot the true, but falſe ſhadows of Dominion, © © | 

' « Foras the Principle of univerſal Love. and equal Liberty appears; 
both among Saints & Nations;co be the true general Imeret ot both; | 


fo the breaches that ate or have been-among.- bock or either; will be 
made -#þ orhealed, andthe Judgements which are at the door, to 
be fulfilted and manifeſt againſt the Beaſt, Whore, -and falſe Pro- 
Phet, will very much accelerate a Reception of the” other as a 


Truth, - not. only among:tholſe- that are already-freein Spirit,bue | 


ever with them alſo that as yet remain bound. . . rite] 
And fince*is commonto Mankind to believe lietle of the good 


way, before they have try*d the evil; cis likewiſe.to be expeRed, | þa 


that the knowledge gain'd by experience, will enlighten beyond 
the prevailing power of contradiction, elpecially when: the time 
comes, that the Deceiver of che Nations himſelf, becomes bound 


to his place, chat they maybe ſer Free in-theirs, as well from the | 


wer of his ſubtil-and inſnering: devices, as from their. own vain 
Imaginacions, that though tending by bonds, and other enginesof 
external force, to impriſon Truth, and ſuppreſs thdſe annointed 
Ones, that ſtand by the Lord of the whole Earth, in publiſhing it ; 
yet-when the means of this kind us'd to ſtraiten,” prove a real in- 
largement to the godly Seed (for the Word- of God,: whether in its 
inward or outward Revelation, is not bound) and all attempts to 
bury alive, and keep-in corners, the Free Principle that is of God, 


. Þoth in Chriſtians and men, ſerve but to raile it higher on the 


houſe-top; then will thoſe Conqueſts, that through, Convifion are 


gain'd by meek and patient long-ſufterance inthe Lambs warfare, ' 
appear-dureable ang laſting, as thoſe by force: grow out of date, 
whether in them that by works of Violence, have deſigned to im-- 


poſetheir own, or that with good ſucceſs for ſome tire, have reſiſted 


others bondage. ; 


Nor will the former reverting conrſe of things. be preſidential 
to us ofthis Generation,on whom the ends of the world arecome; 
for if the Womans Seed of Gert?/e-Iſrael, now get forth of the Wil- 
derneſs bythe waters dividing, or thoſe ſtreams and multitudes of 
people parting. intereſts' -aſunder, and running, on heaps, which 


'while going 4\l one way, hindred the Elect remnant from more then 
ſeeing the Promiſed Land, as a Land of diſtances ſeeming -afar off ; 
then is the-time, that by che mighty power of God, their paſſage. 
{hall become clear, and the hearts of thoſe that intead oppoſition 


ſhall 
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the great. men. of reorn, nor high Walls of-autient Laws ar:Cu- 
ftoms, that terve hut to ſhelrer the mege; Natives: of this, Wor Id 
(Cagainf.the true dſraelites indeed who 486 Without; guile). that ſhall 
«ny longer terrifie or obeck the-progreſs formard .of the. Holy Peoples 


Power of. him that's riſen from the dead,. tending £0 fave, and no 


Tonger to defiroy, but proteQing his. own inthax glorious Liberty, | _ 
| Peace and Plenty, and Enjoyment.thereof, without fear or intere 
ruption, - wherein by reaſon 'of alternate changes heregofore, thy 
| have been at their beſt eftate,-no more than ſvjourners, | 7 
|. As the Seed of. Promiſe by the Frge-wanan. appears born; on 


brought. forth, chat muſt inherit all Nations, ſa:does that faick: 


| move Mountdins of oppoſition, which .being:the Gift .of. God vo new 
born Souls, they do thereby become very ſtrong. in: the Pawer.-of the , 


Lord's Might, -and giving back, the Glary thereof, to Him from whom. 
they have received it, and through the evidence of tbings natſebn, and 
tbe ſubſtance of what is. hoped for; being ſee ond felt-withinth 
there is Jeſs needinow thay heretofore; of box 
pound Propbefigs, which:ro former ages ſeemed: afar off becauſe now 
ſo near. fulfilling er accompliſhment; And therefore whetber it be 


torhis'Son (as ſome ſay)" or fr { 
poigtes artempteo re-build the Temple :as.athers;: that the Account: 


Þ did commence of, the daily Sacrifice: ceafing,” Orc being.takes aways; 


and the abomination that meketh deſolate or aftanfheth, ſetup, all 


| thoſe dayes or years are already expir'd, and whether fewar many of 


the 45.:Years interval from thence arepaſt,: tothe end whereof, he. 
or they are pronounced' bleſſed -that:come, ;and when the. Greatures. 
Hateion-time of refreſhing ſhall begin, of. being de{zwered-from its: 
bondage of corruption, is:not here given to dectare;:a)though tha! 
gradual preparations, previous to.ſo great'a work.of, bringing forth,: 
as well to the aJualexerciſe,as knowledge of that g/ations Freedom fo. 
long weited for, *tis tobe feared will ſuddenly ſurÞfige forte, that: 
though profeſſed Vitneſſes thereof, yet are acceſiary to that fÞrrits- - 
Cotfinement which leads thereunto. ph 0 60h +175 35570) 
But tolet paſs all humane dedufiions extant from Seripiure Pro» 
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and old Foundations being rad to the ground, new. will be laid; raged. 
not in the death of any more FirF-born, but in the Life, Spirit and - 


jonge £0 ex, 


from Antiochus (ca!l'd) the Great, or Fpiphanes after hirp, or Kypas 
on” Chrifts: Death; and Zhliay che-A- 


-C bbe- 


Þheſies, which are very many (fer much ſtudy. whether by 
Writing-or Reading, is but a wearinels tothe fleſhJand inftead there- 
of, by inward filence, waiting to hear the fti{/ poice” of the true T- 
terpreter, aneof a thouſand; we are not only taught experimen- 

' rally, that where che Spirit of the Lord is, there is (as well as (haHl 
be) Liberty, even in and to them, co whom it-is- given, but alſo 

-Witn open face, as in a glaſs, bebo/ding the Glory of the Lord, are 
changed firſt znwardly, then outwardly, into the ſame Image, from 

© Glory of one degree, to Glory ob anuther, as by the Spirit of the 

_ And furthermore,-by the Faith that fails not in; Tryal; by the 

- Hope, that as an Ancor, enters within the vail of all outward-appea» 
' - , rances, true or falſe, and continues ftil! ſtedfaſt, yea againit the 
hope of ſeen things, and many perſonsto believe 'it> hope of others 
arſon, and leſs in number; that he whoſe day Abreham long fince 
faw, and was glad, fhall ſhortly appear the true King, as well as Fas 
ther, of all Saints and Nations; by the Love that reaches further 
than co thoſe of our own Tribe, Kindred and Acquaintance, Natural 
_ or Spiritual; even to the Souls and Conſciences of them chat ſeem 
the chiefe Sinners agdinft God, and Enemies to Vs: Allo by Viſions, - 
by Dreams, by ordinary: Signs of the times, by thoſe extraordinary of 
wonders in Heaven, and on Earth, by the face of the Skie' in our 

Engliſh Horizon, compar'd with the Pojure of other Nations, by 
Bonds of all ſorts wearing off, as well as eafie 3 and yer deliverance: 
not accepted in unworthy bowing to Oppreſſors ; by the Man-child come 
to the Bireh, that z2ufF Rule-che' World, yea the very'bearing pang 
thereof, already felt ſenfibly'in ſome, and by ſympathy in others';by 
the wor/dly:ſpirit falling, and that of God,. which 75 pure rifing, be- 
yond the fear of Gibbots, Scaffolds, Stakes, Graves, or Ungring 
Deaths in Dungeons; by the Union of Saints growing ;; by that of 
Sinners declining ; by the corrupt | Self-intereſts of force and' fraud, 

friving in vain to mingle 'themſelves with the Seed” of men, that 
liking Freedom better, cannot cleave each toother, . becauſe the 

'true Intereft of Mankind fhews it (elf on the rifing hand; in and o- 
verall that's falſe or feigned; by: the very reftoration- it ſelf, a!-' 
ready witneſsd in ſome particulars to:that degree,: as thereby: to 

- diſcern in what manner *twill ſhew ic ſelf erelong.in the whole 

Creation, and man's ariving at the Dominion-in himſelf, as.che wav 

' rightly to re-aſſume it over other Creatures.. . | 


_ - = » 


ſent of Saints of all Seffs, Sorts and Statures, whether Children, 


_- 


onng-men or Fathers, to lift up their heads; ſuch clear and n- 
controulable evidence is given ot our Redemption drawing nigh, 
nat 'an Angel coming from Heaven would hardly be received, if tel-- 


ling chat he which is already fallen-and thrown thence, ſhall noe 


ere long be bound, and all his (warms of. infernal Locyſts confin'd 
gether, to his and their place of. ſmoaky Torment, in the bottom- 
Is Pitz and the Faith afore-mentioned 1s too high upon the 
wing, to ſtoop to-the inſnaring lures of the Fowler, and the Vigory 
over the World, even outwardly, (by the inward firſt obtained is now 
coo.far gain'd $0 ſound a Retreat, or become afrighted--with falſe 
Alarums of the Serpents ſeed prevailing any more. The Conquelts 
of the Lambs warfare are as ſure and laſting, as all others are un- 
certain'; yea, the ground-gaimd therein by ſeeming loſs, proves of- 
ten of moſt advantage; but becaule this glorious liberty of the Sons, of 
Godin the extent thereof,reaching to all men and Creatures;is of too 
illuftcious and excelling a new nature to be born or received, by the 
old Creation, all. at once, by reaſon of the 'prejudiced depraved na- 
ture of -the ſons of men; Therefore icis thatChriſt, che Author of 
this common Salvation, and ſhewing it ſelf in this glorious manner un- 
to all, as well as of the peculiar unto ſome, the better to enlighten the 
Worlds darkneſs with his approaching. Jubilee, or Releaſe of the 
Creature from its Bondage of Corruption, does ſuffer the Teſtimony 


or Tydings thereof, tobe ſometimes clouded in one Age, that ir 


| might break forth with greater power in thenext 3 which Myſical 
| Progreſs and Regreſs, is that whereby the /ooſe hang-byes,and feign- 


ed pretenders tots Propagation,. are ſhaken off and 474 aſide, to the 


end there may be no falſe Conceptions, abortive Births, no retrograde - 


Motions, no [andy Foundations,-or bollow-bearted Buildings, when the 
ſec time.comes, for the full diſcovery of this ſo defireable Freedom, 
but that ſo v4 a-Principle, and refined an,1rtereſft, may find a truly 
Free People like. it (elf, to eſpouſe with it, not with thoughts of in» 
grofing a common good to themſelves, but to communicate it unto o- 
thers, thakare lets fic co lead then to follow; left otherwiſe the ſelf- 


arrogance of Lordly headſhip and Superiority (hould:;be minded by 250 


them, that cannot as Ryz#s, ſtoop and become ſervants in love, to 


the meanefſt part of the whole body in God's Creation, which con- - 


laſts of. equal Subje&s to-the Prince of Princes, at leaſt in outward 
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"th 7 Etberty, thronghon F t his Freat, bac free Dominion,” oo 
[ | | Andrhas i appears, that in mic Fiſ&m Chriſt hath faffered, 
{Wl | - both in this and former Ayes, a temporary Wirneſs to this Jonp- 
| | faſting andylotivus Freedom, ſometimes more, ſometimes eſs, heiphe= 
6 ned beyond thecommonunderftanding or reception,” even of ſoine 
if; - Profeſſors, but ore profane (being blinded and bond iithajns of 

| ; .Self-tove) eo be checkt andover-rmm by the worldly ſpirit in thoſe 
| J various Births and gradual ont-goings thereof, to which ſome better 
| j! refinement ſeemed neceſſary, by a ſeafonable ſuſpence or filence, but 


1/48 111 in order tots Elearer 'paſſage through \thoſe changeable ap- 
i pearahees, 'toirs more fall and compleat, Manifeſtation,. whereby it 
willgrow at lengrh top ſtrong for any: more fipprefſiom ; the ſeveral 
freps or methods whereof, that were oþfervable in its convincing 
Death, will alſo appear m its viftorious Refurreftion, frommndec 
that Centempe and reproach, wherefn like its holy Captain and Teas 
#er<therennto, chough Derxd and Buried for 4 ſeaſon, yet tathfeen no 
Corraption. For'as the tot of-chem that have been.more than 

. others inthe Power vf Godlineſs, was heretofore and of late, tocome 
under the ſevere tenforions  Fudgement of mans day, among thoſe 
3% that were more formal, whereby way is made too eaſe for the Hy-. 

'F: BR pocrites and Apoſtares, to invade the outward Peace and Liberty of | 
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'”i all chat are fincete, both m'Form and Power; ſo when theſe as Þ7- 
IH,  Fruments, ſaffered to'begin Fnaggement at the Houſe of God, have 
18. done their work, 'then is che'time for the openly prophane-Ones con- 
{ y | rending to betheir ſevere wh who made them their Brethren 
Lit and Companions in wicked Cruetty ; and thus FSI ever 
114) _ _as-it'were'to pieces, hike the »þper and neatber."Mii-ftones \, while 
| fl ſome'common catamites, 45 an over-flowing ſeptirge, ayTikewiſe. ©. 
'S 0 verſ{pread the whole;thoſe whoſe hearts are purified by put ent long- 
'Si| ſuffering under all, both from Godard Man, may arriveatian abid- 
+l ing, Uwelling in Love; without Fear or Tor#eent, andgo be wholly 
| | difingaged, as well from-the ative, as the'puffive part, of a'wrath- 
| if Yr Nero.” Re EE GIRO SL eILINI SEE 07 4 £ 
id '*  Sothat when in this manner, Hi#quity of a kipds aboninding, hath 
1:; _ Had its courſe withont controule,' over all that'is of Gaadymanifeft, 
Til butas ir were impriſoned by fleſply weakrieſs;and ful til as well as cru- 
4 % el wickedneſs, and therefore panting and breathing after a-greater 
6 degree of irength and- Freedom, fill longing for: deliverance; "then 
| 'Þ will che Mezk,, but Mighty Spirit of th> Lord; lying Tong inthe 
= "64 \ . . | oh _ grave: 
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avs ofo>ſrnre flence,riſe and thew it felf; by Tiffing up & Standard 
Fo ichour Yar, Tamult,Force or Violence)by conviction on the minds 


«» & 
Mm \ 


| of all,' for univerſal Fuftice, Righteouſneſs, Peace, Lave and Liberty, 


againſt all oppofition whatſoever; then ſhall all breaches be healed, 
and paths rejloted, even for then to dwell in, that have long wan- 
dred and gone aftray, if but willing to return, and of Enentes. be» 


come Friends, to Chriſt's Lambs and Little Ones; that can be no-0- 


cher tethem, though as Butts all this while, againſt whom rhe- 
Seed of Enmity have ſpent a!l their Darts ; nor are they wilting to 

eat their Morſe! alone, nor enjoy their free Privitedges apart, asa 
feparate People, but wait and think long to inveſt others therewith,. 


who have through ignorance, lengthened cheir own and Brechrens 


Captivity, under the great Oppreſlor. | 

Andas theſe things may poſſibly be fulfilled, ere-we are aware, in- 
theſe Brittiſh Nations, ſo Gods proceeding by the-ſame Line 'of- 
Judgementin other pgres of che World, _ not be-far off; for 
by that rime the Reformed Churches abroad feemi fwallowed-ap. by 
a Licentious Jort of Proteffants at Targe; and both theſe by Popery, and: © 


gators of that Religion; by a ſuppreſſion of any other, {hall be over- 
run with the Turkib Mahometans, "cis then poſſible that Tydings -. 
from the Eaft may divert rhe over-flowing. courſe of thoſe multitudes, 
which ſeem'like many ygaters ;:then al(p the/ Enpbration fireams of 
interpoſing Peop/e of many Nations, being — by Sword, Sick: 
neſs or Famine, way may be made for the ſcatrered Tribes or 
Seats, but Royal Race of inward Fews, that v7 the Circumeifion of » 
their hearts and Spirits, are become true Priefts and Kings in that 
Eaftern Wiſdom, Light and Knowledge of the Son of mans. ſrronT Cour I 
ing, - without fin unto Salvation, through their Myſtical Fellowſpip- 
with Him; ih his Death and Refarre&ion. | 0” are 
. For. as heretofore, ſo now it is-defirable, that even brethren- 
themſelves be not ignorant of this Myſtery (which is a great one) * 
leaſt they be wiſe in their own conceits, and thereby not knowing af- 
ter what manner it is, that blindneſs 1n part is hapened to Iſrael 
untiI the _ of the Gentiles be. comein,. for ſo all Tſrael! Jball'be 
faved, (viz. ) thoſe tharare of it, 'wherher as Jews under a Legal, 
or. as Genciles under-an Evangelical Minifration that are Iſraelites: 
indeed, in whom is no guile; bit "Os not Circumcifion or Uncircum- 
cifion-outward that avails, but the-new Creature-obedience; and . 


; | | y 


en thoe Countries that are planted. with the fierce bloody Propa» 
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out of $ion is to come the Deliverer, in whom both bond ad free are. 7, 
* all one, that ſhall curn ungodline(s, from the true Seed of | Fatoh'; = 
the time being therefore now ſhort, 'it remains; that they whoare. | 


Married to any viſbles or particalar Form or Meaſure, ſhort of that | 
way which is moſt excellent, even.the Royal Law of Love, . be as if | * 

they were not confin'd, but wholly free; and thoſe that are free, as - 
if they were bound in Spiric-to become all toall: Nor will any da 
cranſgient Communion, or Separation, comfort or crofs, joy or | 2? 
ſorrow, poſſeſſion or wanr, appear to be-of much benefit or loſs, (7 
fince che moſt comly faſhion. of che old world paſlſeth away, and | P? 


' _ thepleaſant voice of him, by whom both the worlds were made, is "| *" 
heard, ſaying, Bebold, I make all things new.” ©, : . [8 
| - This is that welcome woice, - or glad tidings, which looſeth the = 
4 Priſoners, and raiſeth them wp that are bowed down ; yea, thedead _ 
F fhall hear it, and they that hear.(having died inthe Lord) ſhall live, | 7 
[ and_come forth of their Graves, whether of fin, cormenting fear | £* 
ii, of Death, Hell; or any kind of Bondage to corruption, from which; h 
| | - the incorruptible nev-nature, of unchangable. xniverſal Love, does d 
18 2t once releaſe the groaning, fighing, 'and in pain-cravelling. | 2! 
$i _ Creature. *? | Se IRR pe 
| - In the firſt Myſtical Reſurre&iqn, which is a kind of transfign-" _ 
, ring glory, wherein the Spirits of rhem that are dead in Chriſt, : th 
; riſe firſt as living witneffes of the Reſtoragion ;_ there is neickerc c 
Q Marrying or giving in Marriage, whether Tn a /itteral or myſtical wy 


fenle as aforementioned, but in the Lord, not in the neeeflitous 

| bondage, tooutward helps; nor building or planting of Churches, h 

Eftaces or Familes, unleſs in the will of the Lord,: who is the chief | © 

builder and planter of his own. Houſe and Vineyard, before any V 

elſe, and therefore no allowance in the works of thatkind, to ful- 

fil the luſts of the eyes, nor to abuſe or waſte the creatures in exceſs 
or {uperfluity, to ſupport the pride of lifes, © .. - 

| Nevertheleſs, as inthat which is thelitteral, and yer but firſt Re- * L 

ſarreion alſo which follows after, wherein the very bodies, as in 
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che other, the Spirics of them that are dead in Chriſt, riſe fiſt ; | © 

rhere will be an abſolute ceſſation of all thoſe things and duties, that J 

were both lawful and uſeful in the land of ourfleſhly nativicy and | © 

kindred, ſo likewiſe in this, as previous to that 3 there is to bea | *' 

forbearance 6f nothing that is expedient.co expreſs the free effate 6 

of chis glorious liberty of the Sons of God, who: when they refuſe bo 
_ : ag RY tapes Ro 
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| with Thankſgiving, and the work thereof fandtitied by che Word 


God and Prayer. - IEEE gdh 
- The lufiful will, ſubdued to the Wil} of God, and the ſelfiſh na- 


| tfire being $ri4/ed; by the pure, there is no more danger in abun- _ 


dance, then in want 3 nor in outward /iberty, chen.a Priſon : A free 
voluntary confinement to the Croſs, fieers our dire# way to the Crown, 
(viz. )'a ieal- conqueſt over the ſenſual or carnal part, whether of 
pain, or/pleaſure, in any thing declined, or defired cogether with 


an inward; joy of contentment, to feel the immortal life. daily 
| | growing up through a decay of the mortal; fo as not only in green 
incloſed Paſtures of ſtill retirement, but in the common high-ways 


of moſt ordinary familiar converſe, to be kept purely unſpotted 
of the world, and elean from wallewing in the mire of inordinate 
paſſions and affedions, - no) Re Oo | 
| When ferujalg. is created a rejoycing,' and ber people a joy; 
there will be an. improvement then a"ceſſation of any works, 

ordained to uphold or meliorate this firſt Creation, becauſe all 
manner of produ@ions, will be with more perfe&ions, when that 
which hinders it, and:gendersto all imperfe&ion; becomes bound, 


-_ 


4 if nor uxpel'd, for there ſhall. be no mere an Infant of dayes, but 
the Child ſhall die in hundred years'old,: and” ol4' men alſo; bur 


fuch as muſt have fulfid cheir dayes;, yea, they ſhall build, bue 
not for others co inhabit ;- they ſhall plane Vineyards, but not for 
others to. cat the fruit of them; for as the dayes-of a tree, fo are 
the dayes of my people, (faith che Lord): arid'my E/eftſhalſ long | 


(even the-Lords day,- or Sabbath.of a thouſand: years inilength). 


enjoy the work of their hands, reſting from-al! their lahour and 
travel. EATEEL 5 TEES Per 
Then ſþall ceaſe allcomplaining in our fireet's, for want of Juſtice; 


1] Liberty, Righteonneſes or Food or Phyſ.ck for Soul 'or Body; for 
.| whereſoever thoſe wacers or. people run that Hue aut of the'San- 


&uary, there the Nations ſhall be healed of all cheir bruiſes;breaches; 
diviſions: and oppreſſions,” and'every thing that moveth , where this 
clear River runs, ſhall live , viz. it's incorrupt life of innocency, - 
and freedom from that, which: by an unwilling ſubje&ion to va= 
nity is:it*s burden; and on either fidTof this River, grow all-rrees 
for meat ; even ſuch bleſſed ſouls, that neither ſeewhen heat com-' 
eth, nor argcarefil jn the year of droughtor reſtraint, whoſe m 

. \ All: 
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ſhall not fade, . fior fruit conſume, becanſe continually. new, 'and 
'broughe forth according to-the reſpe&ive monrhs or feaſons of che 


new flux of time, or long Sabbach to the whole Creation. \ - 

_ Thus dotbeſe Sanftuary-waters, make the earthly nature of mans 
kind, reſtored from the curſe, ferti}, and the fruit or gaod wholes 
ſome works of: Rigateoulnels,, Reformation, and-reaſorab'e ers 
vice to God and man, that theſe /iving Trees, or Saints, of the 
moſt high God, true-Plants of renown produce, ſhall be for meat or 
nouriſhrent tothe Sons of men in all Nations; and the leat there- 
of, or their viſible outward profeſſion, and general, or ordinary 
morral Converſation, like a continual. Winter Green, without 


change or falling, fhall be. for medicine to cure the diſtempers 


- of all bodies politick, and humane or civil Societies. 


Thele things may ſeem to this preſent Age like datk prophefies; 
or but allegorical Huftrations of them that are ſo; but by that time 
ſeven years more ſhall be expired, not only Sajpts, bur Englands 
common people will by experience underſtand F much better: by 


three times ſeven; the Nations abroad, thart-now are inveloptun-. 


der Pepiſh darkneſs, and-Turkjh tyranny, but before ſeven times 
ſeven ſhall paſs, tis expeted that the very-heathen thall appearta 
be the inheritance of S1ons King, afd the utmoſt ends of the earth 
his poſſeſſion, preſent, and no- longer in Reverfion. | Phu 
| But before this glorious day, the morning cloud of thick dark- 
neſs, ſhort, but ſharply felt, may be the gradual or ſucceſſive lot 
of. all places and perſons reſpeftively, previous eo, their being vi- 
fited by chis welcome day ſpring frow'on high, -and as the fe/low-> 
ſhip of inward ſuſſeringg are or thall'be experienc'd by -a fincere 
conformity therein to him that hath trodden the Wine-preſs of his 
Fathers wrath alone, and hath led us the way by his own Doarine, 
Precept, and Example; ſo the outward wilt be found more or 
leſs in meaſure eafie, * AT 11> tn d too ns ret bl DON 
Yea, when diſtreſs of. Nations ſhall be great, that-of Sions 


. 


' mournful Sons and -Daughters ſhall be very lictle, for the'Mark 
' Is ſet upon'them that ſigh, to.eſcape, when (others, neither-old 


-- = 


or young ſhall be ſpared. F A CIT 
- Then ball the (earth made like a) wilderneG and ſolitary place; 
be glad for them, viz. that fade it ſo, even the wild beaſts and 
birds.of prey, very| much dHappearing, becauſe confin'd to che 


' buſineſs of the Lords Sacrifice in Bozrah," and the great ſlaughter 
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-have been iwmploy 
'that'ere while ſeent'd Nike the dry bar 24 
blofſomras che Roſe ; it ſhall blofſom abundantly, rejoycing with joy 
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:Stons Controverſies ;- for as the wrathful ' Miniftration very nminch Tn 


the ave, but eſpecially -in the paſſive pert thereof, is caſt upon * 
Godsimplacable Enenies, though pollibly for ſomT time they may © | 
ed as hired Servanes ; '{o his poor peePdPeople, 


barren Deſart, (hall rejoyce and 


nd ſinging, their Peace ſhall be like a continual running River, and 


their Love like an Ocean without bounds of bottom. 


"But to conclude; *cis- endlefs to.think by words, of declaring 
fully che endleſs Life, 'which together wich them that Foe it, are 


beyond all pretent diſcoveries, while under the Veil that muft be: 
"pent or ended, erewe begin to know more than in part, or as we are 


known, for the'company of Ele Angels is immmunerable, and” of fo 


Vaſt extentis the general Aﬀembly of the Firit-born, . whoſe Nemes 


are written ii Heaven, thatno Place; Nation, Age or fort of profef- 
fing pore on earth, can or ever could poſſibly CAIII them ; 
but Lovein a boly fill filence, from" all words or deeds, but what do 


'expreſs its own parenature, can do much in borh, for. it reaches +. 


all things andperſons with its own likeneſs at laft ; but beginning 
firſt in theirs, t/l in @ fixed enmity, they either difſike 'or rejeft'ic; 


for'it binds and looſes on earth by heayenly appoinementsor order, 


and'not.otherwiſe. © : 

By this:Free Principle therefore, two great things ſhall fortly be 4c= 
compliſhed; Firſt the true Univerſal,but of late hewildred and mviſible 
Church (hall he gathered. which is one, and not many, nor confiſt- 
ing of thoſe 
ſort of that, but of all ſorts, thar ſeem,of all, but being lovers of 
Truth in the inward parts, praftice nothing but'what they ſo know, 
with humble fincere defires and ready minds, by further diſco- 
veries, to know more and do better.” EN VEG & 

Hereby are the (everalmembers of one Body redu&d4from' wan- 
dring (in @ny wayes dndforms, out of the more excellent) into one 
Spirit, who being ſcatrered-and obſcured ina preter-natural varie- 
ty; neither know the true 4emenſions or parts of the Body, nor the ef+ 
icacions Power of the new Natural Spirit , by reaſen of its diverti- 
fed manner of breathings in one another. © 
| Nor is this Catholick Church fo much mentioned, as if any 
formal admiſſion thereinto were more eafie then a Goſpel firnefs 


he Fand of 63 3. 108 "yotr of Reconipente” for = 


ie outward Form of _Religian -onily, much leſs of one _ 
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preſcribesunto, ſickas are dead £o all contentions pleadings for any 
other, notwithſtanding their abounding with choice of Members, 
" that wane not marks of vifib/e ſanity. for thoſe. ſcattered Saints 
well know, that their being alteady in the true. Spirit of the living 
Body, will render them difcernable, when the. dry. bones meet, al- 


though for preſent they remein'tawigking the. elves only among. 


the Virgins that are. without number, not fortally eſpoiſed. to any 
fellowſhip, wherein. fewer Queens than Concubines-do appear 3 - by 
this general Church, . the Members whereof being ſcattered in every 


Nation, by fearing God, age working Righteowſhels, ſome are: 


known, othefs unknown,. but.the.Lord and his Spirit. witnefling with 
theirs, that they are accepted of him ; and by reaſon of ;their 74- 
cal diffance, lock not to ſee the whole Aﬀſembly of. that Age where- 
in they live, till by. laying. down the Body,. or tranſlating Change, 
they do it of all Ages together in. the Reſurrefiion; mean while, 
as near Neighbour-hood gives opportunity, they abide in the ſame 
Spirit, ready to meet with as many. as are Free in the Lord, and can 
do it with one accord, for their Faith being unfeigned, ſhews it ſelf 
; by lovetco Saints} of all. ſorts and meaſures, and next theſe to- all 


men,. not.allowing of J/rath, Enmity,. or vain Jangling,- either for 


Preferrance of themſelves. or any other, but depending upon-the Sp+ 
rits Wiſdom only,to give evidence in each Heart or Conſciencegwho 
they are thatare more or leſs worthy, whether of ſingle or double 
Honour. | aA $e# _ 
This Wniverſal Church-therefore, is not pre(s'd or mentioned, to 
refle&upon Particulars, or any Sort, Se& or Fellowſhip, nor Memr 
bers thereof reſpe&ively,. that pretend-not a. Competition with, 
but only. Subordination to, this grand Aſſembly of the Firjt- born,that 
comprehends all elſe, but rather to undeceive ſome,. that ſay, they 
are Jews and arenot, as alſo them that are, but know it not, becauſe 
not {o accounted, for want of figns excerna], though as authenrick 
under the Goſpel,. as that. was under che. Law, to.wit,. of Circum- 
ciſion. ET Ba : #9 
Secondly,. by this Free Principle likewiſe, is that general Govern» 
ment to be known, that. is fit.and meet forthe whole Univerſe, and 
to be evidenced by PraJice, whith whether as the” Kingdom. of \Dg- 
vid, or Common-wealth of Iſrael, admig nat of being calculated ro 
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the ſingle Meridian of. one Ngtion 29a gnuch leſs ſome perſonal or 
corrupt Interefs thereof, GY ;Of. a ations, Countries, Kindred? 
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diftin& Confines of this world, and ſpread through'the face of the 


Form, but in ies own moſt eafie, becauſe agreeableand ſubjected to 
the free Willof 'God, and not to b& Yepraved, but molt enlightned 
eon;ciencious part of man, taking in the knowledge and experience 
of all ages paſt and preſent, but reſerving-ſtil] room for -more, by 
keeping in Gods hand the chiefeſt condud, as the main true bats 
lance of Improvement. 8+ . : 
/Nor+s ic confined to Numbers, Place, Wealth, or broad or nar- 
row Rules of property 3 for za man, whether-Poor or Rich, is more 
pretious than Gold-z but this-Formt and Power aforementioned,can 
thew it ſelf in the leaſt and loweſt, and alfo-in the greateſt ſort and 
numbers, asjoyned or diſtinguiſhed, but Kijl under one and the 
leif lame Rule of impartial FuStice, Equity and common Freedom. that 
whether on I{lands or Continent, the Inhabitants of the whole World 
may live under one Royal,Law, as ſubje&ed Brethren to the ſame 


Dopiinion, and this without compelled or confuſed neceſſity of uni- 


ting or dividing Territories, Lands or Lordſpips (or indeed at all) 
bur by matual conſent; for hereby ſuch laſting Foundations areJaid, 
for true and growing Liberty, Peace and Plenty, without Blood-ſhed, 
War, Noiſe or Tumule, as may inure to the grew warns Inhabitants 
of each Nation, even where they are now fixt or ſettled, and abide 
to the Worlds end, - | } +447 4-4 
For as it ſhews.comprehenſively,che incluſion of any uſe or help 
which may be had of all Saints and Men, ſo likewiſe the-exclufioa 
of all Beaffs and Devils, black or white, by making finners-afraid, 
that ſeek umbrage and ſhelter in ſome out-works of Sion, and ſurpri- 
zing Hypocrites with fearfulneſs, bridling the Praphane with a /e- 
vere Curb, but indulging the Free Spirit with all due encourage- 
ment, binding that which neither knows, or not rightly to uſe 
Freedom, but ſetting and keeping Free all that is or are ſo New-born, 
eſpecially after its tryal, by patient bearing and wearing out unjuſt 
and undue Bondage.  - Ot ooh | p 
This.and much more is learnt, by an humble filent waiting on 
the DiQates or "Commant$s of this new Man Chriſt . Feſus, whoſe 
name 48 Wonderful Councellor, Prince of Peace,- on whoſe ſhoulders 
this great Government is caſt-to manage, and-therefore ſhall not miſ(- 
carry, though mediazely intrufted into the hands of his Heavenly 
I D 2 - Watchers, 


und People, and whether they be few or many, 'in their ſeveral and 


whole Earth ; for it is a Power that can” appear and ſubfiſtin any - 
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peace there ſhall be no end; for as it comes to be underfto 5d, thar il f 
of one blood be hath mage all Nations, having determined therimes 
before-appointed, and” the bounds of their Habitation, ſo will || fi 
_ Judgement be ſhewn unto che Gentiles, without iriving, crying, or IN #/ 
his Voice being heard by any man in the ſtreecs; nor-thall che If tc 


: bruiſed Reed be broken, or_ſmoeking Flaxiquenebel, till Judgement} 11 


come forth to Viftory,- and in this his Name, atid Nature alſo, (ball Þ ai 
che Gentiles traſt. < | s Bo SON 

- . By this Free Nature, or true pure new Natural Freedom, is taught 
to pull down and pluck-up, all thoſe ehings, and thoſeonly which-ſ| 01 


- as inconſiſtent therewith cannot ſtand, and by caſting ot the Scor=.ſ fi 


zer or Mocking Seed of the Bond-woman, to build and plant that, and: | 


_ thatonly which-will abide, by changing the mutable ſtare” of all I if 


Saints, men and other Creatures, altogecher by .way of Improve- I 
ment, but nothing by way of Degeneration, for having deſcended as £ 
2 Faithful Servant, it teaches in that ſtraight courſe, and no _other- I 7 
wiſe, to aſcend by right as Lord of all, leading a |-captiveinfitene 


Convidion that oppoſe ity. but all then chac follow 3r, ngto the- © E 
cop of its own Dominion, not co bind or inſhve the Free; but ro 
fer freethe Bound, and make thent more Free, that by way of in-- 
larged defires are ſo already. | OI 

This is that Free Wiſdom, coming from above, that dwelling b 


' within no other confines but of Prudence. teaches to encreale poor 
Families like Flocks, to ere& houſes for all ſorts of goo4 (not-carna] ): 
; Feltow ſhips, to build Cities, Fowns- and Villages,” alt after new 
Forms, but for betcer and more publick ends,chen thoſe low,mean;- 
and baſe Concerns of mortal name, fame ,or intereſt; yea, to plant 
not-only 2 private. Garden,. Field or Country, but all Nations, 
that are-bither- at preſent, as dry barren Defares, or ſtancht 'and' 
choakt with weeds,” and top-heavy ſcratching brambles,. yea to' 
make the whole Creation- like a Paradicecat E4ex, or Garden of 
Gad. - "3%, 15 tp Le 
Hereby alſowill be -inftru&ion-to follow all manner of Trades 
and Callings, without ſyeh accurft entanglemenes, or beaſtly 
marks, previous to theallowance of eh pecrvided Freedom Hr all 
Arts. or Sciences, as thoſe who are Free indeed declinefor the con- 
ditional clogs thereof. This wife Prudence guides the fimple lear- 
ner, till he become a perfe?} Teacher,. and lers the ogy "= 
n im- 


b 


EF? men ner imperfedt Learner, till he 2 bal to all, to gaifi 
chicy lome.. ENT | Fas. 5 SA 
*T wil make the Servant fit to be a Mafter, withour aſpiring or in- 
will | fibje&ion ; and the Maſter willing to ferve; without regret or trou» 
7, of [| Þ/e ; this 35 it that can Rule, Obey, Gather, Scatter, Live or Dre, not 
| che © for it ſelf; for ic ſhews the way to all perfons, by tecoming pure 
nent in one degree to ceaſe from, and for that of another, till offering 
(hall Ef and yielding vp the lower to the higher, till all comes to the foot, 
: and into the hand of Him that is higheſt of all. 


wghit ' In this manner preparing the great, as well as every /itt/e World. 


ich} or Man, to become a fit Sarrifice, to Him whoſe works were all at 
cor= fir good, and therefore knows beſt by fiery tryals how to purge a- 
and: I way all impure mixtures, in order to their Reforation, nor deftroy= 
"all Ning the Pretions, but feparating it from the V:/e, rill all immortal 
ove- © Beings are diſtingaiſhe by their reſpe&ive Principles, Love or En- 
d as | mity, wherewith in-time they have eſpouſed the Chez for an Eters 
hers | 741 Union. FER | | | 
tene | | And then the pure fine Veil of Creature-Tmocence; which the 
the. £ Creator made as a changeable cloathing to wear a while, upon his own 
t ro f#ichangeable Power and Glory, being by the fame hand, bir as a Me* 
'in- R4ator, or the Redeemers reſtitution of afl things, brought to light 
"from long darknefs, and cans' to fircceed that falſe. Covering, which 
ling- by fin and Satans entrance upon the World, hath been caft over 
oor (all fleſh ; and this laſt, which was alſo firſt, ſubjeQing it felf to death 
1al): by fice freely, as that which hath interven'd, muſt do by force or 


ean;. Weed, ſhall ftand in their naked fimplicicy. before the Fadge of 
lane Quick and Dead. 6. OY A BOILET 
"Ms, Then thoſe who in this life have received rheir good things, and' 
and: ſo befool'd themſelves with Satans golden chains of ſenfinal felfifh' 
x to: (nd rmaginary pleafirre, profic or honour, wilt be confin'd to their 
place of everfafting Bondage. *” £8 + - 

' But ſuch as have declin'd no Seas of trouble in the fleſh, whe- 


des ther of hardſhips, loſſes, croſſes, or captivity by far and faithful adven-- 
ſly Wires in the Lambs long-ſuffering warfare, ſhall then be received, not - 
- all: F'nto any more moveable Tabernacles, bur fixr in during ſubſtan-- 
on- ſia! dwellings of Love, intheir Fathers houſe, where are Many. Man- 
Pare. o0NS. : "0D 


ſee | Ani mean while, their cranftent bonds; 'or other marks of che . 


im- | | Lord* 
; 


J' one » 


feigned obedience, all things and perſons in this manner being des . 
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Lord Feſus, which they bear about in-their mortal. bodies, and. 


earthly concerns, are their laſting badges of honour in this lifes 
(if onely own'd in meekneſs, without boaſting or being pufrt up 
therewith) and of a never dying Freedom in that world which js 
to come. By this ſmall prolpe&Ffrom che Creatures bondage. jints 
liberty, may be perceived the grand miſtake of any that pre(s nor 


ſo much towards theLord of Heaven, for a Spiritual enlargement 
in their bodily priſons, as towards the ſeeming: Lords of the earth, 


to be releaſt from Stone-walPd incloſures; for. doubtleſs asthe mind 
grows inwardly free, ſo a reftraint from outward. converſe is it's 
priviledge and advantage, to keep it fixtand ſteddily intenr'ypon 
thoſe things above, that tend to raife it far beyond the fenſe, and 
by degrees, - above the power of all bonds whatloever; for when 
thoſe that are within become broken, becauſe of the annointing, 
thoſe that are outward, though of the ſtrongeſt kind, cannot long 
cantinue. ” _ 
But beſides, what doubt or queſtion is to be made, that ſo ſoon 
as the work is finiſhe which was given to do in the ſecret Chamber, 
bur by the decree of the Angelicall watchers, . and by the demand, 


or word of the holy Ones, the door of the. cloſeſt prifon on.earth. 


will fly open, which hinders from ought of duty that lies abroad? 
and ti!] char te clear, the hidden life yields:too much of ſubHantia! 
profit & pleaſure, then to be quitfor vain ſhaddows or fond diver- 
tions: Eſpecially, fincethe ſoul that knows its broad .compaſs in 


the pure will and love of God, finds experimentally all parts and. 


| Places of this lower world, .nabetter.then a large reſtraint ; but the 
body, it*s more c/gſe priſon, which for thoſe very dues of nature, 
that it daily requires, keeps the Spirit from'dwelling alwayes on 
high, and compells. its too-frequent deſcendings. © 4D 
Neverthelefs,the Free Citizens of the inward upper wonrld,Htiave 
long fince reſigned their own Eleftive Freedom in referenceto any 
lot or portion below, for they wot not what to chuſe, knowing, that 
to live, is Chrift, but to die, their gain.z and therefore as their out- 
ward Bonds are no; burden, fo their Libercy of that kind alſo, 
will be no ſnare, becauſe not willing to.accept it but from his hand 
only, who hath all Authority and Power. Yrs 
 _ Butas Chrifts fleſhly Birth or coming into the world, was 1n 
a place of repoſe for . Beaſts rather than men (thereby reſembling 


-his ficſt manifeſtation) .in the mixt nature of our own perſons) fo 
- | : likewiſe 
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early in choſe Dens or dark Caves of the earth, that are the great 
Dragons habitatis of Crueity,. where the Ojirich , Owle, and.other 
dolefu} creatures dwell, the Satyrs dance, and none of the Uul- 
turous Crew have wanted their Mates to belch out their blaſphemous 
Oaths, and Enmity againſt the Wounds, Blood, and/ Lite of che _ 
Lamb, as well as the meek and lowly Ones of the moſt high God, 
whereby thoſe wretched Sodomites, through their lewd ungodly 
converſation have vext the righteous ſouls of the pure in-heart,whoſe 
tongues were ſometimes made to cleave to the roof of their Mouths, 
appearing as it were dumb, and no reprovers, becauſe inthe 
houſes of 4 Rebellious people. | 3 Ty 
On this account, ſome ſpirits have been kept in priſon, like a 
kind of Hell'upon earth, mbre troubleſome then the bodies re- 
ſtraint,, whereby the ſouls aforementioned, have ſeemed almoſt to 
dwel in filence,cach of them whoſe portion have been in obſcure con- 
finement in this manner to bemoen themſelves ſometimes a part in 
ſecret, ſaying, Wo is me that I pſojourn in Meſhech, and that I dwell in © 
the Tents of Kedar, whoſe portion is to be with che uncircumciſed. 

' Butithe All-Wiſe God, that brings good out of evil, knows by 
this double kind of ſilence, wherein he thus permits his own to. be 
detained, how,as it were to preſs inward the leaven of his own:King=, 
dom, that confifts not in words but power, till at length it works.1t 


- ſelf outward by breaking all bonds of both kinds in ſunder, and 


ro torment that infernal ſpirit, with its followers; which, when. ic 
becomes bound from offending Babes of love,. will: feed and prey 
upon its own wrathful off-ſpring, or ſeed of Enmity ; 'while the _ 


ſeed of the free Woman are releaſt to all intents and purpoſes, wajk- 


ing at liberty upon'earth, becauſe redeemed from it, warning.and 
teaching every one in all wiſdom, by Preaching the. Everlaſting Goſpel 
in words and works of it's own nature, ,that by ſuch means, they 


may preſent every man in Chriſt Jeſus,  whereunto they labour, 


ſtriving according to bis new'Manly-natures working, which (ſome 

that ſeem wiſe builders of States and Churches andernd-vers lite 

tle of, but (worketh in them with mighty power. + -. 
Then ſhall the end gf their filent long-luffering travels be ſeen, 


and the meaning of their patience nnder thoſe reproachful /cen- 


ſures be known, whether by. Brethren or Strangers, becauſe by 
97k | be FRO” ſome 
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one kind, which is not to ſwallow a "Camel of another, but in pure 
obedience to Þim that bath fulfilled all Righteouſneſsgwherein, becauſe F* 


more obliged to endeavor it in the ai con or Paffive, ahd there- | 
fore tare not decline the ftraiteſt gate of oneward tryals, rather rhaj 

loſe their inward freedom afore-mentioned, by caufing the offence 
of the Crofs to ceaſe, through bowing ix any degree, -chough un- 


- der fair pretences to the worldly Spirit,” which by a conſtant and ©} in 


—_ patience in the Lanth's Warfare, will not only be-bowed;bmt || 
broken. 6 A ered 
Nor are ſach as are Free in this freedom, rendred thereby wor- I 7 
thy only to be Members of any petty Body Politick, or Corporate; || V! 
or to be advarnc'd to Honur and Dipnity in the Court of Princes or || \* 
Potentates, as Foſeph, Mordecai, Daniel, and 'others have_been, | B 
fince'the Church began to lift up her Head under Conftantines lm- 


| Perial power and ſhelter, after more then two hundred years depreſſion Y " 


from her primitive glory, leaft in truth, ſuch living ftones- being || "* 
plac'c in old rotten Fabricks, not-righely founded, for ſome tran- | © 
ſgient benefit and hiftre put upon” them by a good Inhabitant, | | 
old ſafﬀfer toſs, and come to deeay, when the honſe ic (elf is left | 


- defolate;/ and'fo the Charch, having cloathed her ſelf in the gor- 


' *#gain'to quit it by wearing ſatk-cloath in the wilderneſs... 


' They who have arrived atthis glorious fiberty-in themſelves, 
are and ought to be ſo accomnted) free denhizens 'in all Nations, 
'or of the whole world, nor of this below, but by being lo (as new 
natitraliz'd) of that which'is above, even the'new Feruſalem which 
deſcends from God ont of Heaven, for that being their proper Inhert- 
tance and habitation for converſe, their life here, is ſpent very 


1 

l 

Teons arare, that ſaires theimixture of ſuch times, ſhould be driven ; 
( 

{ 


. much for their ſakes who know no better freedorn,, then as deri-' 


ved from him who is of the earth, earthly ; which, whether at 


- r's worſt eftate already corrupted, or'it's beſt, which, though not 


fo, becauſe yer changeable, tor the worſe, as well as che berter, is 
'corruptible, and ſo aftogether warity. a Ne et: 
And therefore-the labours of theſe Chritan Freemen,. is to-keep 
-whers fromfalling lower then they are, co wir, into the nether- 
oft Pit of Dungeon of helliſh_bondage and darkneſs, that.may 
be felt from whence is no Redemption, -as alfo to draw then _ 
- ra; Nt cords 
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Heavenly.” - os IEP | LIP , 
Wherein-they wholn Chrift hath made Free indeed; are made 


toftand fz# therein, without being intangled again'with any yoke of 


bondare, whecher from men or evil Angels; hence-is-it that taey 
ſeem likezjndefarigabieLabourers to; ſet the oppreſſedfree,both with- 
in- and without, counting no Commands ot Chriſt grievous to 
themſelves, and therefore with the more Authority preach in good 
works the /ife of true Freedom to all men whatſvever, that fit in dark> 
neſs and ſhadow of death, but are beſt unde ftood by*them, that ha- 
ving received the firſt fruits of this Spirit, are groaning within them- 


ſelves, and waiting for the Adoption, to wit, the Redemption of the - 


Body. 


need not beaskt, for he cannot tell, becauſe though he walks if ſpi- 
rit at large, yet not without ſome fyqzproms of a fleſhly thraldom, 


to the bodily pjtlon of his earthly. nature ; but by the tincerelove 


he bears to true freedom, and good will to all that with or witnels - * 


it,he isai the Lords Free-man,a bounden Servant to the Grace of the 
leaft and loweſt,but not to the luſt or corruption of the Highejt on earth 3 
therefore in meeknels and patience does he defire- to poſſeſs his 


' ſoul, knowing that it is but a very little time, and he that ſhall 


come will come, axd will ndt tarry, who having the keyes of Hell and 


- Death with hinz, will looſe the Bonds or troubles of the Righteous,and 


cauſe thEWicked to be in their Read, by purcring down the Mighty 
from their Seat, and lifting up the eek and lowly... | ; 


For *cis neither worldly Greatne(s or Gallantry, nor Wealth or 
Wiſdom, nor Pomp or Power, much lefs what's worſe, hut the Lord 


alone that wilt be exalted in this day that's come and coming 3 he it 
is that hears and regards the fighing of ithe Priſoner, without words or 


written Petitions, and will erelong fee the travel of his Sonl for that 


univerſal Liberty to all Saints and Mankind, as afore-mentioned. - 
And though hope deferr*'d hath made hearts ſick, for a ſeaſon, yet 


when-deſire comes, 'ewill be a Tree of Life, becauſe as well above - 


ground 2s under it; *cis poſſible, that the. Priſoners may yet reſt 


' together without hearing the voice of the Oppreſſor, when ſmall -and 
great may A IOG and every faithtul ſervant free from the ' 
Is 


hard Bondage of 


Tyrannzcal Maſter. | 
IE SS Now 


wrdeeFlove higher, even into che unchangpzble liberty-deti- 
ed from the glorions' Son'of God, who is the Lord from Heaven, 


Now whether this is written by one in Priſon orout of P1ifon, 
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fee on: 


'Now if ic be fatd; Alas! who hall live when God dot 


ſwered, they that defire-to /ive the Life, as-well as die the Death of 


the Righteous, and therefore-make_ it their work toftand always- 


Teſign'd to every:daily, yea hourly appointment of Divine Proyi- 


| aenceand Pleaſure, valuing the meek and lowly life of imocene 


long-ſufferingztrevells in words and works of Truth and Soberneſs, 
at a higher ratethen che unjuit reward of -frowns or flatteries, 


perſwading to curſe the Seed that Godhath bleſſed, or tobleſsthe Seed 
' that God hath curſed. TIO Tan GE 

- But becauſe the Fudgements of the Lord are a great deep; "cis very 
evident that theywho are mot converſant in Gods piire Will, for the: 
. knowledge of them, are or-ought robe at ſo wuch-the more diftance- 
, from their own will, and defire,to haſten or preproperate their exe-- 


cation, eſpecially if thereby any vain hopes do ariſe, that thefire 
which is already kindled in $7on ſhonldextinguiſh,- cill Gods whole 


work be performed —— by her drofs being thorowly Purged, 
. 


and her Converts being fully redeemed- with that $&ecoulne 
and Judgement whereby all falſe allayes muſt be conſumed. 

And finceit is ot contending by fecret Flots or open iolence;againſt 
perons or Powers high or Jow,though upon the moſt ſpecious preten-= 


_ resof introducing better things then the preſent Generations of men: 


ſeem acquainted with, but a barmleſs, boly, inofenſive Life and Con- 
verſation, expreſt in univerſal love without diffiaulation, towards 
God and all men, which will gain a belief in the world,that the Toke 
of Chrijts Government is more exfie than that of man, eſfiBially in 
his degenerous beaftly flate of Corruption ; *s therefore to-be re- 
membred, that Chriſts next coming,-will be' as the Son of Man, and 


 thatlike Lightning more than Thunder, - which implgyes, thac his 


Witneſſes miſt approve themſelves cq the Confciences, as well of 


every man, as Chriſtian Brother in the fight of God, asalſo, that the 
| bearing of this ceſtimony thould be without Noiſe and Violence. - 


But rf this Dove-likg ſpirit finds no reſt,/by reaſon of a finful des 


Juge of iniquity #17 abounding, and filthy waters” prevailing; thef> 


what remains; bur that che prudent fhould ft} keep filsnce, and 
in-Atk themſelves in the hidden Life with Chriſt in God, waiting 
im a ſecret. or inward obſcurity, till che floods of the ungodly ſhall 


| be aſſwaged, and freedom given for the meek end lowly to reap,:and 


inrich the Creation with the fruit of theip vidiurious Conqueſts gain'd 


IS Ns : 5 
Iz: 3 
1 SEES k 
kn DS &- [ Wh vs dd 


over 


 t-* 


"when theſe kind of Parabolical Prophefies will be fulfilled ? *s an-F 


as a pw fnlvs ©, © m9 th x Boe 


* Parient long-ſufferings with joyfulneſs, ſo as they may bear with- 
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| "Ax orldly ſpirit, not by orce or fraud, but by innocenrand . 


ourtenvy or offence, in their hands and hearts, the Palm branches 
of lafting Peace, and univerſal Love, to all Saints. and men, but cry- 
ing Hoſanna to none, fave the Higheſt only. LY 
Andthis is the-aithful Teſtimony of one that deſires to glony 


FY, nothing, ſave in the-Croſs of Chriſt Feſus, wkereby the World may « 


be Crucih'd to him; and. he unto the World: Therefore to far as 
gught in this Witneſs ſeemes worthy of any Honour amongſt the 
molt honourable, therein, he would be unknown, becauſe *tis not 
bs own that he ſeeks, cither to give, or receive by it; Bur if any 


thing of that kind-hath intruded*not anly to his own, but everi- ', +! 


others offence, whether of brethren or ſtrangers,, he acknowledgeth-./ 
it ſo far beyond his Warrant, that as he dares'not be unwilling to 


bear the Croſs when it finds him, without his own ſeeking it,in this - -%, WF 


World; ſo neither eo drcept the Crown of efeem, or approbation, un» 


A 


til he comes in-to another.” » 


_" 
» 
3 
x * 
\ % 
4 IJ 
x 4 
V oy 
- 
V. \ ds 
* 
” - 
_ oy 
bo *<4 
H E | E N Dy ; 
i \ £ 
p ” . 
. do . % R 
| 
. 
"NY 
» . 
, Ld 
” 4 *% 
» 
wm 
+ 
- % 
j > hy 
ar # p . 


d, WA «hs - EA ; 
WV EV by 


IE 
Py 
- » ,—— = 
DS. "8 
ED Oye 


CC ene. 
Re DOE 

. = 
w- p - - *% - 


a St % - 
J AW. at) 

— « * K® : 
$88. a3: 


& 
4 
x 


= 
oy 


”- 


. 
tA egbet FT Ya the rae em _ 


———X 
ye @- 


CCR CH 


